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Looking Westwards in Japan

The Fukuoka Convention & Visitors Bureau aims tokend&ukuoka Japan’s second city for
international meetings, and may be helped towardgaal by the construction of an extension to
the Japan Railways’ (JR) shinkansen (bullet trine).

Currently, the shinkansen line terminates at Hak&tfion in Fukuoka. Journey time between Tokyo
and Hakata station on the high-speed bullet ti@kes about five hours on the fastest service using
the Nozomi trains.

However, Hakata station is being rebuilt and thekdinsen line will be extended southwards
through the rest of Kyushu island, terminating ag&shima on the southern tip of the island.
Completion is scheduled for 2011 and will shorteavel time between Osaka and Kagoshima to
just four hours.

Event organizers are interested in promoting Fukuekd Kyushu as there are plenty of scenic and
historical attractions that groups will enjoy. Kjnusalso has a greater selection of quality hot
springs to choose from.

Fukuoka is also up to 15 per cent cheaper than dfekyen it comes to hotel rooms and F&B.
Fukuoka Convention & Visitors Bureau internationalations co-coordinator, Ms Tomomi Takase,
said: “A round of drinks may cost you ¥5,000 (USBBbTokyo, but in Fukuoka, it will only cost
you ¥3,000 to ¥4,000. Our fish is also fresher @adregion is famous for its fugu (puffer fish) and
squid.”




